
Immanuel’s 

Lighted Path S UM M E R 2015  

 

June 28nd  Praise and Worship service, 9:30 a.m 

July 5th Pastor Hayden’s First Sunday 

July 11th  Ice Cream Social, 6pm 

July 12th  Praise and Worship service ,9:30 a.m. 

July 13th -17th  Vacation Bible  School, 6pm-8pm 

 
 

Mark your calendar and spread the word for “Everest” VBS 

July 13th – 17th  At Everest, kids discover what it means to 

hold on to God’s mighty power in everyday life. Kids partici-

pate in memorable Bible-learning activities, sing catchy 

songs, play teamwork-building games, make and dig into 

yummy treats, experience one-of-a-kind Bible adventures, 

collect Bible Memory Buddies to remind them of God’s love, 

and test out Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play 

with all summer long. Everest VBS is for kids in preschool-

5th grade with opportunities for volunteer help for those in grade 6th and above. VBS will run 

from 6pm-8pm each night!  

We hope to see you there! 

 Get preregistered by visiting, www.immanueltownsend.com 



Dear Friends of Immanuel and Friendship UMCs. 

 

It is with excitement and sadness that I write this last newsletter article.  Excitement 

because God has great plans for the church and sadness that I am leaving and I will 

miss so many of you.    We have been here for 8 years and have really felt “at home”  

Abigail was only 4 years old when we got here.  Now she is going to be a teenager.  

The time has truly flown by. 

 

I remember my first Ice Cream Social shortly after we arrived.  It was so much fun 

getting to know people and listening to the band.  Abigail was already making friends.  

The VBS that followed helped me get to know more people .  It seemed everyone 

turned out for VBS and I was amazed at the enthusiasm and excitement that could 

build up in just one week.   

 

Going to church was exciting.  I couldn’t believe the number of young people in the church.  It was truly a multi-

generational church with even teenagers sitting in the front with their parents.  I have watched so many children 

grow up and what a joy it has been. 

 

Remember the building of the garage?  I was so happy.  I had hit my head on the top of that old shed one to many 

times and knocked myself down in the process. 

 

One Christmas we had a wonderful ladies retreat and baked lots of cookies as we studied Gods word. 

And of course the addition of the Praise and Worship service has been an amazing accomplishment with all the 

challenges that have had to be tackled. 

 

It has been fun to watch the congregation at Friendship 

grow as well.  From a mere faithful  five to twenty on a 

full week.  I never did do breakfast with you…… but we 

certainly had some nice Christmas dinners and other 

events.  I will miss Sunnyside Gospel blue grass.  You 

will have to share my farewells with them. Those are 

only a few highlights .  So much has happened in 8 

years.  We have shared great sadness in the loss of mem-

bers of our church but also great joy with new babies and 

baptisms.    

 

Through all the years God has been faithful and although 

things around us will change, and relationships will 

change, remember that God never changes.    Great is 

His Faithfulness! 

 

I may have shared this with you before but if so indulge 

me.  This poem has meant so much to me over the years 

and helped me understand the changes from a spiritual 

perspective. 
 

 

Peace and Blessings,               

Pastor Ruthann 

 
 

 
 

 

Times of change   
suddenly moving through our lives 

sometimes, anticipated, sometimes abrupt 

always insecure 
  

Movement that propels us 

from light to dark or dark to light 

sands shifting beneath our feet 
barely able to balance 

  

Time calling us forward 
not allowing us to  return 

holding us accountable for life 

here and now 
  

Change , movement , time 

all part of transition 

but perhaps we've forgotten 
God is above it all 

  

He who is Lord of creation is Lord of transition 
He who created movement and time, 

the One who sees change before it happens, 

is rock, not sand. 
  

Ruthann L. Hibbs Simpson 
 

TRANSITION 



  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 We are thrilled and eager to begin ministering with you in Townsend 

and can hardly wait for July to arrive!  We are so proud to be serving a 

church that is actively reaching out to the community with Vacation Bible 

School, an Ice Cream Social, a contemporary worship service and many oth-

er events and avenues to welcome people.  These are the type of family 

events and outreach that our family loves and have been involved with at 

every church we have served. 

 

My wife, Tammy and I are both from Ohio, have been married for nearly 18 

years and have two teenage boys, Samuel-16, and Joseph-13.   We also have 

two older children- Bradley and Jason who are both married and between the two have given us three grandchil-

dren, A.J., Tabitha and Leah.  

 

 Although I was born in Ohio, most of my life was spent in Maryland where I graduated High School and 

spent most of my adult life and ministry.  After Tammy and I were married, we moved back to Maryland from 

Ohio where I began as the Youth director at Janes UMC in Rising Sun in 1999.  It was there that I heard the call to 

Pastoral Ministry and began the process of becoming a pastor by finishing my undergraduate degree at nearby 

Lancaster Bible College through their degree completion program.  I graduated with Highest Honors in 2002 and 

immediately began my first pastoral appointment at Hopewell UMC in Port Deposit, MD. 

 

 I enrolled at Evangelical Seminary in Myerstown, Pennsylvania where I was able to complete a dual Mas-

ter’s program with an MDiv and a MAR in historical and systematic theology, graduating summa cum laude with 

a 3.93 gpa.  During my seminary years, I served as a student pastor while Tammy took care of our two young 

boys.  We had the privilege of seeing Hopewell grow from a congregation of 60 to 120 within the eight years of 

ministry.  Most of that growth (from 80-120) came after I completed seminary and we were able to launch our 

contemporary worship service.  Music has always been a big part of my life as I have been in bands since High 

School, playing drums or guitar and writing original songs, so the opportunity to worship playing an instrument 

was always a plus. 

 

 In 2010 I was ordained an Elder and moved for the first time to Delaware where I began serving at       

Marshallton UMC in Wilmington, DE.  After three productive years there, the bishop chose me to lead Felton-

Viola in their building project as their pastor of 31 years was retiring.  Upon arriving and beginning the process of 

laying the groundwork for the building, it seemed better to the bishop for my term to be an interim appointment, 

and so I have been chosen to be your new Pastor.  I have also begun attending Wesley Theological Seminary in 

DC for a Doctor of Ministry in Church Leadership Excellence. 

 We do have a few other family members that will be joining us, our two dogs, Gabriel and Sophie, plus our 

sugar glider, aptly named Sugar.   

 

 While I would love to tell you about Samuel and Joseph and brag about their strengths and abilities, I will 

let you discover them as you would any new member of your congregation.  Tammy’s many skills and passions 

have been tempered in recent years due to a debilitating disease that has her under constant doctor’s care.  This 

limits her mobility and energy considerably as she is in virtually constant pain.  Please know that her heart is al-

ways there, even when her body cannot be. 

 

 We have been very impressed with our visits to your community and look forward to being able to join 

with you in your ministry efforts.  My heart is to preach the life-giving message of Jesus Christ and see people’s 

lives transformed by the gospel through the power of the Holy Spirit.  I know that God is already working in your 

congregation and I look forward to getting involved with what God is already doing as we work together for the 

kingdom of God. 

 

Co-worker in the field of the Lord,  Rev. Vaughan Hayden 
 

 

 



United Methodist Men  
 

The United Methodist Men helped to support the church, and it fight against 

Cancer, this spring. In April, our members dressed in our white shirts and 

bowties to help with the annual Relay for Life tea. We served water for tea 

with our usual flair and grace. At the Relay this month, several of our 

members helped with the campsite set up and decorations, which helped 

Immanuel with its strong team showing.  

 

We continue to strive to help the church in any capacity possible. Usually more brawn then brain, but we 

always try our best.  Our numbers may be small, but our conviction is strong. 

 

We will take the summer months off from our monthly meetings.  Our next meeting will be held on 

Tuesday, September 22nd at 7pm in the Fellowship hall. We welcome all men who are interested to attend. The 

meetings usually last about one hour, and are a great time for fellowship and brotherhood. 

 

Best wishes to our departing member, George Simpson. He was an integral part of re-establishing the 

UMM at Immanuel. He will be sorely missed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is:     

 

 To know God and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ     

 To develop a creative supportive fellowship.     

 To expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church.  

 

 

We’re taking the summer off.  After our summer break, we’ll be discussing and planning mission pro-

jects for the year, a new bible study, and fellowship opportunities.  Please join us at our first meeting of 

the new season September 9th at 7 PM in fellowship hall.  If you can’t make our September meeting, we 

meet in fellowship hall the 2nd Wednesday each month at 7 PM. 

 

Please call Dot Wilson at 378-2844 or Carole Kinnamon at 378-8047 for more information. 



Facebook.com/ImmanuelUMCTownsend 

 

The trustees continue to be busy keeping the church and the parson-

age in good condition. Have you noticed the new front doors? They 

were handcrafted by John Ringer who also repaired some of the floor 

which had been damaged by leaking water. Memorial money from 

Mary Brown paid for part of the front doors and the remainder was 

paid for by the trustees. The trustees continue to seek options to stop 

the leak at the front door and the front of the church. Once we get 

this problem solved, the wall at the front hall will be fixed. 

Work at the parsonage will begin around June 22nd as we prepare for 

the arrival of Rev. Hayden and his family. The plan is to paint several rooms upstairs and fix 

the plaster in one place in the 2nd bedroom. We also plan to paint the kitchen cabinets which 

we hope will help improve the appearance of the kitchen. The big project will be the instal-

lation of a new laminate wood-look floor in the entrance hall, living and dining room. We 

hope this new floor will be maintenance free and will last for a long time as well as looking 

more attractive. There are other small maintenance items needed in the parsonage which 

will be addressed during this week when the parsonage is vacant. We hope to be ready for 

the arrival of the Haydens on July 1.  

Online giving available through our website, www.immanueltownsend.com 



On May 7, 2015, we served a chicken and dumpling dinner for the senior citizens within the community.   

Everyone really enjoyed it.   Pastor Ruthann led the groups with a few songs. 

 

On June 18, 2015, we will be going to the Kitty Knight House for our Summer get together. 

 

If you would like to join 3M’s, please see Kay Heinold or just show up at our next event which is usually 

listed in the bulletin.  We are a missions group that raises money for various missions and also buy items 

needed in the Church and kitchen. 

 

We raise money by preparing and serving dinners for community organizations.  In the past, we have also 

sold hotdogs, soups, etc. at farm auctions. 

 

July 5th Worship Service  

 
Plan to join us on Sunday, July 5th as we welcome the Rev. Vaughan Hayden to the      

Townsend. He and his family will move in the week of July 1st. After the worship service on 

July 5, we will have a small reception in the back of the sanctuary for people to meet Pastor 

Hayden and his family and for him to get to know us. Please plan to stay for a few minutes.  

We are looking forward to beginning ministry with Rev. Hayden.  
 

 

 

www.immanueltownsend.com 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday, June 14 Immanuel honored 2015 Graduates; 

 

 

 
Shanyn Leigh Austin, daughter of Dane Austin and Kara Pierce, also granddaughter of Stoney and 

Rosalie Sarver, graduated from Smyrna High School.  Shanyn will be attending the University of Dela-

ware. 

 

 

Jacob Benedict, son of Chuck and Chris Benedict, graduated from the University of Delaware with a 

Master’s Degree in Electrical Engineering.  Jake plans to continue working at U of D in the Research 

& Development department for military contrasts and TA for one of the professors. 

 

 

Matthew Benedict, son of Chuck and Chris Benedict, graduated from the University of Delaware with 

a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering.  Matthew currently has a contract position at Dow Chemi-

cal in Newark, so he will be looking for employment in the Civil Engineering field. 

 

 

Sydney Burgess, daughter of Shawn and Kelly Burgess, graduated from Smyrna High School.  Sydney 

will be attending Delaware State University majoring in Music Education. 

 

 

Thomas Clark III, son of Tom Clark and Tracy Clark, grandson of Sue Clark, graduated from Mid-

dletown High School.  Tom will be attending Moravian College to study History.  

 

 

Tyler Feret, son of Rich and Vicky Feret, graduated from Middletown High School.  Tyler will be at-

tending Delaware Technical to pursue Physical Therapy and continue his drumming career in Drum 

Core 

 
 

Continued on Next Page 



 

Laiken Harrigan, daughter of Tera and Vaughn Harrigan, graduated from St Georges Technical High 

School.  Laiken will be attending Washington College in Chestertown MD to majoring in English 

 

 

Hayley Knox, daughter of Alan and Dee Knox, granddaughter of Elaine and Don Raab, graduated from 

Wilmington University with a Bachelor’s in Behavior Science. Hayley will be starting a job with Ex-

ceptional Kidz Rehabilitation as a Registered Behavioral Technician in July. 

 

 

Frank LoRusso, son of Frank and Heather LoRusso, graduated from St Georges Technical High 

School.  Frank will be attending the University of Delaware majoring in History Education. 

 

 

Michala Messick, daughter of Neal and Joan Messick, graduated from Polytech High School.  Michala 

will be attending Bridgewater College in Bridgewater Virginia. 

 

 

Bobby Metzgar, son of Bob and Hope Metzgar, graduated with Honors from Delaware Technical and 

Community College with a Criminal Science degree. He hopes to join Department of Fish and Wildlife 

as a game warden, ranger or police officer. 

 

 

 

 



 
Another excellent year of Relay is over. Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 
This year was the 30th anniversary of the beginning of the Relay for Life as a fundraiser for the 
American Cancer Society. So, the Middletown Relay tried to take us all back to 1985 with a variety 
of theme laps and activities focus on events of 30 years ago. Our theme this year, which was Im-
manuel’s 13th year Relaying, was “Pac-ing Away Cancer”.  Our site was decorated with a Pac Man 
Arcade game with cancer awareness facts, a large Pac Man screen, Pac Man ghosts being chased 
by the “Cure” Pac Man and a picture taking scenery with teenagers heading to the arcade.  
 
We raised over $13,700 dollars, which was 2nd place for the Middletown Relay. The overall fundrais-
ing total at the time of the article was over $167,000. Martha Masters was the 2nd highest individual 
fundraiser, with other team members being part of the Grand club (raising over $1000)!!  We also 
won 3rd place for  port-o-potty decorations, 2nd for campsite and, in my opinion, won the most pres-
tigious and coveted Spirit award. It is all from teamwork!!!  A special “shout out” to the group of 
young people who joined us in “crazy, silly” Relay activities that helped us win the Spirit award. 
Thanks Patrick, Matthew, Shelby, Alynda, and Julian. But no details. What happens at Relay, stays 
at Relay! 
 
The way we all come together to brainstorm, decorate, set-up, fundraise and help find a CURE just 
really makes me proud to be the Immanuel Townsend team captain.  
 
If you ever have questions about Relay for Life, ideas or suggestions, we are always open to new 
ideas.   
 
Together, we will find a CURE!!!  
Submitted by: Karen Clark 

Immanuel Team Captain  



 Liturgists Needed! 
 

Pastor Hayden wants to include laity in the worship services whenever possible. We need more 

people to help by reading scripture. We try to work around anyone's schedule. Some members 

of the congregation have wonderful speaking voices. Please consider volunteering and using 

this God-given gift. Contact Sue Clark or Pastor Hayden if you can help.  

www.immanueltownsend.com 

THANK YOU LUNCHEON 
 

On June 14th after the worship service, a covered dish luncheon was held to thank Pastor 

Ruthann for her service to our charge and to say good bye to her and her family as they pre-

pare for a move to Newport and her new charge, Peniel UMC. A beautiful new stole, made 

with music-themed fabric and hand made by Martha Masters, was presented to her along 

with other remembrances. Her final Sunday with us will be June 21st and then she will take 

her final week of vacation on June 28th. 


